HOTEL CONDOMINIUM, IXTAPA, MEXICO
Katie Powel[, Project Designer, Beck & Associates

The project was a joint venture between several firms to redesign a hotel project which PYASA, a civil
engineering company out of Mexcico City, had begun and halted during construction in 1982. The new
design goals weve to fill a gap i the Mexican hospitality market by catering to the needs of a family
taking a ove to two week vacation, as opposed to the weekend junkets available for couples and singles n
Acapulco and Cancun.
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couples. Just beyond the fountain is an active “wevcato” plaza with shopping, cafes, and bavs. The axis
terminates in a quiet, sunny plaza with pool and framed views of the beautiful beach and ocean beyono.




The most striking physical aspect pf the Ixtapa vegion is the contvast of the arid landscape to the vast blue
of the ocean, and acres of date palm trees which oplanted on each side by local farmers. Picking up on these
cues, we veinforced pedestrian wovement along the axis with a system of palms and water.




Working with the givens of the bigb—
rise “ruin (ba[f—bui[t structure) we
reconfigured the interior from a 250
unit hotel to 100 ove, two and three
bedroom suite apartments, with
wonderful balcowies. 1t was a priority
for each bedvoom to have a private ;
balcony. ! p<{)
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The builoing will be poured in place concrete with Meican materials throughout, such as Torrean marble
and locally produced terra cotta tiles.
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i Katie Powell was using her maiden name, Debra Catherine Beck. This project was a collaboration between Beck and
Associates (Katie’s fwm), Rocke er/Hmaé Arc{ﬂtects, and Beer & Associates, Landscape Avchitects.



